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1. Make sure you have fulfilled the assignment:
a. Brief summary of the story
b. What is the author arguing about human nature? (Your thesis statement for this essay should be an idea about life or human nature that the story illustrates.)
c. How do at least 3 of the elements of a short story illustrate/support/reinforce the author’s argument? (Your body paragraphs should persuade us that your idea is correct by explaining how the work of literature makes this point.)
d. Make sure you include at least four properly cited, direct quotations in the paper

2. Avoid broad adjectives such as very, almost, sort of, extremely, etc.

3. Use precise language. If you use words such as all, everyone, most, no one, etc., make sure that is what you mean to say.

4. Avoid repetitive words or phrases. Use a thesaurus!

5. Read your essay out loud to yourself to catch awkward phrasing and grammar.

6. Contractions do not belong in an academic essay.

7. Second person (you) does not belong in an academic essay.

8. Do not use first person (I/me) unless conveying a personal experience to reader.

9. If you use a pronoun such as they, them, it, etc., be sure group or thing being referenced is clear to the reader. (LS S-6b)

10. Pay attention to subject/verb agreement. This includes tense, singular/plural, and gender. (LS S-5, S-6a)

11. MLA format (see page 2)

12. Proper In-text citations:
Do not include page or paragraph number if they are not included in the original essay

13. Include a Works Cited Page (see page 3)
a. Maintain MLA format
b. Use hanging indent
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